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given by the Government, have therefore in practice been
abolished.
Has the Government at least taken the necessary steps to ensure
the formation and meeting of the new Assemblies that were to take
the place of the old? By no means, and this is one of the points
that we shall dwell upon when studying the third betrayal of
Marshal Petain, which relates to the National Assembly,
The second betrayal is in any e^ent, like the first, clear and
obvious.
III. The Postponement of the New Constitution
What exactly -was the delegation of powers given to Marshal
Pdtain by the Vichy Assembly? It was both very restricted and
very wide at the same time.
i. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DELEGATION OF POWERS
That Marshal Petain did not obtain from the National Assembly
an unlimited delegation of legislative powers is quite clear. He
only obtained fall powers for the purpose " of promulgating in one
or more decrees the new Constitution of the French State/3 It is
therefore a question of a commission limited in its object as in its
duration. The limited delegation of constituent powers ought
to operate only during the period of time actually required for
drafting the " decree or decrees " determining the principles of the
new Constitution, and for their ratification by the Nation.
At no moment could the Vichy Assembly have supposed that
there was in question anything but a limited period, essentially
transitional, between the operation of the old and the operation of
the new institutions. It could not have anticipated that it was
a question of an unlimited period or of a period capable of being
prolonged for several years.
Thus the delegation of power was restricted to the drafting of
a Constitution.
A very wide delegation, however. For the new Constitution
was not to be a simple political Constitution, merely laying down a
few principles relating to the working of the public powers, as the
Constitution of 1875 had done.
The Constitutional Law of July 10, 1940, does itself in fact
provide that the "new Constitution" "must safeguard the rights
of labour, of the family, and of the fatherland," which implies that
the Constitution must regulate the whole economic, social, and
political organization of the country. The preamble is equally
precise: "The Government therefore requests the Parliament,
meeting as a National Assembly, to grant to Marshal Petain,